CHAPTER VIII
THE NEW RUSSIAN: LEISURE
IN the last chapter I have tried to explain the
rektion between the intensive increase in the
productivity of human labour, in the Soviet Union, to
the Marxian conception of freedom. It now remains
for me to say something about Soviet values, of the
Communist view of leisure. What do people in
Russia do with their spare time, and why? What do
they think it deskable to make of thek personal lives?
What is the Communist vision of the good life,
individual and collective?
Now the human being may be looked upon as an
instrument for the attainment of ends, his own or those
of others. He may be regarded, as by religious thinkers,
as a tool in the hands of God, as day with which the
Deity moulds the likeness of his fancies. In Russia the
latter theological and devotional (or possibly cynical)
ways of looking at man are rigidly excluded, and we
ate left with the physical organism^ tmn, a bundle
of tissues and nerve-endings capable of experiencing
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